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es, barracks, 
mess halls, 
stables, offi- 
cers’ quarters, 
headquarters 
buildings, 
blacksmith 
shops, corrals 
and all the other facilities a 
military base needed went up 
in what is now an open field. 
‘ Camp Floyd was the largest 
troop concentration in the 
United States at the time, and 
following the army was a vir- 
tual army of civilian bull- 
whackers, mule skinners, arti- 
sans and mechanics. 


1860-61. 


PIOUSLILULES 
soon arrived in 
Fairfield, serv- 


Express route: This sign marks icing the loneli- 
the Pony Express trail which 
passed through. Fairfield from 


ness and 
desires of sol- 
diers who were 
so far from 
their homes in 
the East. 

Seventeen saloons soon 
lined Fairfield’s streets. 

The town became known as 
Frogtown or Dobieville, 
because many buildings were 
constructed of adobe. 

Fairfield and Camp Floyd 
skyrocketed to a population of 
7,000 at a time when Salt 
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actresses of the New York 
stage who stopped briefly on 
their way to.performances in 
San Francisco. ‘ 

It would be like famous 
movie stars staying at your 
family’s motel today. 

“My grandfather tried to 
keep the town under control,” 
Myrtle said. 

It wasn’t easy. 


Grandpa vs. the gambler 

Donald R. Moorman writes 
about one of Carson’s first 
encounters with arriving ruffi- 
ans in “Camp Floyd and the 
Mormons.” 


Rest in peace: This grave marker remembers Capt. Matthew Pitcher, who served at Camp Floyd and died 
in Fairfield in 1858. 


